AI Chapter 14 Summary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hosea 14 ends the book on a hopeful note. Hosea's prophecies are replete with predictions of doom for Israel in the immediate future, but by no means does this imply that the ultimate future must also be bleak. On the contrary, it will be glorious for all who repent, turn to God in faith, and place their trust in him.
The chapter opens with another call to "return." Unlike that of ch. 6, this repentance would have to be sincere in order for the people to receive the gracious response from the Lord promised in vv. 4–8. None could appear before the Lord empty-handed, but animal sacrifices would not be enough. Only words of true repentance would be sufficient.
God then answers with healing and blessing pictured as agricultural abundance. The point is that all of Ephraim's fruitfulness came from God; he, not idols, is full of life and strength and year-round vitality. Israel's life sprang from him and from him alone.
For application, repentance is not just a negative theme of rejecting or "turning from"; it also has a positive theme of "turning toward." The closing verse offers each reader the alternatives of walking or stumbling—of obedience or rebellion and of life or death.
