AI Chapter 12 Summary

Hosea 12 is a covenant lawsuit against all Israel, using the patriarch Jacob as a mirror for the nation. The Lord indicted both kingdoms—all the descendants of the patriarch Jacob. In their deceitfulness Israel and Judah were living up to the name of their forefather.
The chapter opens by condemning Israel's foreign policy. Pursuing the wind symbolized Israel's futile foreign policy, which vacillated between Egypt and Assyria. It then turns to economic sin: those who are corrupt and exploit others often hope to get away with it. But God is not fooled.
Yet Jacob's story also offers hope. Hosea wanted them to follow Jacob's example further: Jacob had searched for God and allowed God to transform him. He had cleansed himself and his household of idol worship and had received God's blessings.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The takeaway is a call to repentance. Hosea tries to persuade his audience to "return to your God" as Jacob did, to have steadfast covenantal love for God, to follow the just practices in the Torah, and to earnestly wait for God in difficult times.
