AI Chapter 11 Summary

Hosea 11 shifts the picture of God's relationship with Israel from marriage to parenting. Israel's response to the Lord is now illustrated by the wayward son rather than by the unfaithful wife (chs. 1–3). Since Israel had not responded to his analogy of an unfaithful wife, he appealed to history to try to reach the people.
The opening verses stress God's tenderness. This picture of a parent teaching a child to walk is one of the most tender in the OT. Israel's rebellion could not be blamed on God. He had done nothing but good for them as a faithful and loving father, even while they "went away" from him (v. 2) to believe in and worship other gods.
Judgment follows, yet love has the final word. The stubborn son was subject to stoning (Dt 21:18–21), but the Lord's compassion overcame his wrath and he refused to destroy Ephraim (Israel). Restoration promises like these reveal how great God's love is, since he is willing, according to his grace and not any deeds that the Israelites could perform, to redeem to himself people who had once rebelled against him in all sorts of ways.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For today, one way church members can ensure a proper relationship with God and avoid his condemnation is to always remember what God has done for them.
