AI Chapter 10 Summary

Hosea 10 focuses on how God would destroy central factors in the life of northern Israel—its religion, its government, and even its capital city Samaria—in consequence of a long history of national sin. Israel is pictured as a prosperous vine, but instead of using their agricultural success in Canaan to glorify God as the land prospered, the Israelites attributed it to polytheistic idolatry and built forbidden altars for the worship of pagan gods.
The chapter targets the calf-idol at Bethel, which will be carried to Assyria as tribute. Hosea's prediction of a Samarian calf-idol being carried away as plunder to Assyria betrays an awareness of Assyrian practice. Israel is also compared to a trained heifer; up to now Ephraim (Israel) had been as contented as a young cow that ate while threshing grain.   But now God would cause Israel and Judah to do the heavy work of plowing and harrowing under a yoke—a picture of going into the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities.
Still, hope remains: although northern Israel's destruction was certain, Hosea still urges righteous individuals to repent and seek the Lord.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For today, the chapter warns that the most serious self-deceptions in the church today are theological. This happens when people give absolute divine authority and status to humanly created perceptions that do not fully represent what God has said or what he desires.
