AI Chapter 8 Summary

Hosea 8 opens with a trumpet, a signal of approaching danger, and the "eagle" (or vulture) most likely is referring to Assyria, once again being used as a tool of God's wrath.
The chapter predicts punishments that God would mete out to Israel for various covenant violations, including ignoring and/or rejecting God, political intrigue that relied on human maneuvering and not on God's protection, idolatry, dependence on alliances with foreign powers rather than the Lord, improper worship, and trusting in material and military assets rather than God. The golden calves at Israel's shrines were a source of false worship and a reflection of the syncretism of Baal and Yahweh worship in Israel.
The famous proverb fits the situation: Israel sowed the wind of idolatry and reaped the whirlwind of Assyria. Even though Israel paid tribute to Assyria - that would not buy their security - for God would send judgment by the king of Assyria. Israel's real enemy was the Lord himself.
For today, the chapter warns that people often trust in political, material, and military power rather than in God.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The results are temporary; they bring false security instead of true refuge. What's called for here is sincere repentance and a commitment to follow God no matter what our outside influences encourage.
