AI Chapter 9 Summary

Hosea 9 was probably spoken at a harvest festival, such as the Festival of Tabernacles. Israel had attributed its successful harvests to idolatry, so God announces that their threshing floors and winepresses will lie empty and the people will be exiled to Assyria.
In exile, Israel would have no place where they could bring sacrifices to the Lord or celebrate their religious festivals. Israel's sin clouded their judgment so much that they mistook God's true prophets for deluded people, yet Hosea saw himself as God's "watchman" warning them of approaching danger.
From 9:9 onward, the book focuses on the past, comparing what might have been (obeying God) with what actually happened (repeatedly rejecting God). Gibeah, Baal Peor, and Gilgal exemplify places where false worship flourished in earlier times.
Hosea's prayers for judgment were not hateful; he shared God's holy wrath against Israel's sins. God would do whatever it took to turn his people back to covenant faithfulness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For us, the chapter raises the question of when it is wrong to rejoice when we should instead lament over what we have done.
